alpha-Fetoprotein values in monkey (Macaca mulatta) pregnancy.
The pregnant rhesus monkey's (Macaca mulatta) potential as a model for understanding the dynamics of alpha-fetoprotein (AFP) metabolism in human pregnancy was evaluated. AFP levels in maternal and fetal serum and amniotic fluid were determined by radioimmunoassay. Significant correlations were found between decreasing maternal serum, fetal serum and amniotic fluid AFP concentrations and increasing gestational age. However, these data are not consistent with the AFP changes reported in human pregnancy. It appears that this animal has limited applicability as a model in this aspect of human pregnancy.